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presented by the fact that the little dark pool of ice in which
we now lay was rapidly and visibly freezing over. It was
snowing, so that before long we should be not in a pool of
water but in a bog of glutinous slush, half ice and half snow,
stuck like a fly in a jam pot. Further the pool was closing
up, for gradually the space of water, covered with black oil
fuel that still bled on to it from the wound in the ship's side,
was diminishing in size as the wind blew the floes together.
Ceaselessly, but almost invisibly, the giant interlocked ice-
islands were shifting in relation to one another. The
evanescent geography of the pack-ice changed minutely
every hour. The problem, then, was how we were to get
out of this place if, and when, we were once more able to get
under way, and how, if ever, we were going to get to the
open sea with an improperly steering rudder, or a jury
rudder, and with our supply of oil-fuel now becoming
seriously diminished. For the engineers, again, there was
firstly the problem of the rudder itself. Would it be possible
to get it repaired, or would it be necessary to rig a jury?
And, secondly, could either job be done before it became
impossible to move the ship out of her present unhealthy
position. Inspection that morning showed that it could be
repaired but that it would be a long job, but as to the second
part of the engineers* conundrum, the answer was on the
knees of the gods. After breakfast the engineers got to
work. The rudder worked upon a toothed quadrant form-
ing an arc of a circle. The rudder, now bent round to port
at an angle of seventy degrees, could be brought back to the
'midships position and made to engage part only of the
quadrant instead of the whole of it. Although it would not
steer properly in this position it would be better and more
manageable than a jury, but there would be continual
danger that it would become disengaged again from the
quadrant. If that happened in rough weather in the open
sea, supposing we ever reached the open sea, it would be
exceedingly difficult to set right. Further, when the helm